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THE COLLECTING OF OLD MAPS 
by 
Paul C. Ragsdale 


"Among all ye Cheats that ye World are dayly abus'd with, 
none have lately been more Scandalous than that of Maps, 
Sometimes New ones are put out by Ignorant Pretenders, 
Sometimes mean and Imperfect foreign Maps are Copi'd and 
published by them as their own, and haveing no Judgment 
or Knowledge of what is good or bad, Correct or incorrect, 
They basely impose on the Publick with pompous Titles, & 
pretend they are Countenanced & assisted by those who ei- 
ther never Saw or despise their wretched Performances." 


From an advertisement 
on a Moll Map of 1711 


Despite such characteristic laments of the early mapmakers against 
their competitors, old maps served the explorers of the wonderful New 
World to chart their way into the vast regions of the unknown. So today, 
the scholar will find old maps invaluable aids in retracing the footsteps of 
history. 


As a general rule, the collecting and cataloging of maps is treated like 
the proverbial step-child inmost libraries. Usually, no serious attempt is 
made to build a map collection and the maps which happen to come in are 
either hidden beyond use or so poorly cataloged that the student cannot find 
them. However, this situationis changing as there is a growing awareness 
of the value of map collections in some of the more progressive libraries 
of this country. 


The Library of Congress, the Clements Library of Michigan, the Pea- 
body Institute of Baltimore, the New York Public Library, the Harvard Li- 
brary, and the Huntington Library contain some of the outstanding map col- 
lections in the United States. These older and larger collections serve to 
stimulate and guide the developing of collections in the newer and smaller 
institutions of the nations 


The development of a map collection requires money, time, and study, 
but contrary to prevalent opinion, large amounts of money are not necessary 
for the successful completion of an excellent collection. The smaller li- 
braries and individuals may leave the acquisition of the excessively rare 
and expensive maps to the wealthier institutions, and build a most valuable 
collection on a very modest budget. 


Maps should be acquired onapurposeful and systematic basis of related 
types or groupings. For example maps may be grouped ona historical basis; 
as political divisions such as city, county, state or national maps; maps of 
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historical periods guch as explorations, revolution, wars, frontier and boundry 
development. Other general classifications are geological, highway, .railroad, 
maritime, military, celestial and airline maps. A valuable and beautiful 
collection would be one of examples of map-making through the ages, and 
such a collection would not be too expensive. 










Map collectors and libraries have many sources of supply in developing 
their collections. As a general rule, map buying parallels rare book buying. 
Most rare book dealers sell old maps as anincidental part of their business. 
Some book sellers specialize in old maps, and issue lists and catalogues of 
maps. The various branches of government are rich supplies of maps at 
low cost to everyone. Old government reports contain many valuable old 
maps and charts. 














A few brief notes on the history of map-making may serve as a prelim- 
| inary sketch of map collecting ideas. Maps were first made on clay and 
: wooden tablets by the Babylonians and Egyptians. The Greeks developed 
es the first scientific methods of map-making. The great library of Alexandria 
| developed the first great collectionofmaps. Ptolemy, the Greek geographer 
of the 2d century A.D., started a series of maps which were used, copied 
and revised through the Dark Ages until after 1500. Manuscript maps were 
soon supplanted by printed ones after the appearance of the printing press. 
In 1570, Ortelius published his Theatrum in Antwerp; the first collection of 
engraved maps which established the basis for moderncartography. Ortelius 
included the maps of many cartographers in his atlas, including several 
maps made by his friend Mercator. 





The fine traditions of Ortelius and Mercator were carried on in Amster- 
dam by Hondius and the famous Blaen firm, who made the world's finest 
and most beautiful maps. From the Dutch, the French, English, and Ital- 
ians developed their own map-making and publishing techniques. The 
political and economic rivalry of these European powers in the New World 
greatly stimulated map-making in Europe, and produced a treasure hive of 
7 beautiful maps, many of which are available to the collectors of today. 








NN 
Map making in the U. S. began to develop after 1890 and suchnames as 
| Bradford, Melish, Tanner, Mitchell, and Colton took their places in the 
history of map publishing. The development of the trans-Mississippi West 
| stimulated the demand for maps of our frontierterritory, and the American 
and European map publishers responded witha great array of maps of every 
| conceivable type. Maps of the American West offer a wonderful service for 
map collecting, and any library could beproud of abasic collection of maps 
of the American Western frontier development. 





The best current books in print on map-collecting are: 





% Brown, Lloyd A., The Story of Maps. Boston, Little Brown Co., 1950. 
“ Tooley, R. V., Maps and Map Makers. New York, Crown Co., 1953. 
% Lynam, Edward; Map MakéFrs Aft. London, The Batchworth Press, 


1953. 












































The standard bibliographical works for map collectors are: 


Phillips, Phillip L., A List of Geographical Atlases in the Library of Con- 
gress. Washington, “Government Printing Office, “1909-20. 4v. _ 
----A List of Maps of America in the Library of Congress, Preceded by 


a List of Works Relating to Cartography. Washington, Government Print- 
‘ing Office, 1901. 

















Both of Phillips works are out of print, but fairly available at booksellers. 


From clay tablets towood to papyrus to parchment topaper, from man- 
uscript toprinting and engraving to the wonders of modern photographic re- 
production, the map-makers have progressed overthecenturies. Today the 
modern library is no longer bound by the old tedious methods of map pro- 
duction; it is possible for librarians to build up fine collections of photo- 


graphic reproductions, which serve as working collections just as well as 
originals. 


The writer is at present engaged in developing for the Archives of the 
State of Texas a complete photostatic collection of all the maps of Texas 
from 1500 to 1900. When completed, this collection will serve as a vast 
working map pool, available to historians, scholars, officials, and librar- 
ies who need to consult any maps of Texas. The Archives will photostat 
maps of Texas from every conceivable source; libraries, state files, fed- 
eral files, historical collections, and private collections. These phoio- 
stat maps will then be classified and catalogued in a usable master file of 


all Texas maps and will be made available tolibraries and scholars through- 
out Texas. 


Map collecting is a fascinating field of work for the scholar and the li- 


brarian, for old maps provide an unceasing panorama of man's progress 
through the ages. 


"I'll never see a map but I'm away 

On all the errands that I love to do, 

Up all the rivers that are painted blue, 
and all the ranges that are painted grey, 
and into those pale spaces where they say: 
'Unknown'. Oh, what they never knew 

I would be knowing. "' 


----- Mackenzie 
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JAMES BOWIE'S SAN SABA EXPEDITION 


(One of the most interesting and widely known legends of early Texas is 
that of James Bowie's lost San Saba silver mine. Numerous persons have 
spent time, money and energy in search of the legendary mine which Bowie 
was supposed to have located in the San Saba region. J. Frank Dobie, the 
noted folklorest,has given interesting accounts of this legend in Coronado's 
Children and other publications, and there remain today persons who are 
confident of the mines existence ... somewhere. The chief basis for the 
legend isa trip which James Bowie and his brother, Reazin made in the late 
fall of 1831 to the San Saba district. After his return Bowie made a report 
to the officials of the Mexican Government in San Antonio. The report, a 
translation of which follows, gives a fairly careful description of his loca- 
tion, but does not mention the silver mine.) 





James Bowie to the Political Chief of Bexar 


Agreeably to your Lordships request I have the honor to report to you 
the result of my expedition from here to the San Saba. 


Information received throughdifferent channels inrelationtothat section 
of the country, formerly occupied by Mexican citizens and nowin the hands 
of several hostile Indian Tribes, induced me to get up that expedition ex- 
pecting that some benefit might result therefrom both to the community and 
myself. But, as my intentions were known and approved by Your Lordship 
previous tomy departure, I deem it useless to enter into these particulars. 


I left this City on the 2d of November last in company with my brother 
Reazin Bowie, eight men and a boy. Wishing to examine the nature of the 
country, my progress was very slow. On the 19th we met two Comanches 
and one Mexicancaptive (the last actingas interpreter) atabout seven miles 
N. W. of the Llano River on the road known as "de la Bandera."' The Indians 
after having asked me several questions in regard to the feelings of the 
Mexicans toward the Comanches, and receiving an assurance on my part 
that they entertained the best disposition toward all the peaceableIndians, 
told me that their friends were driving to San Antonio several horses stolen 
at Goliad. I promised them that they would be protected, and they continued 
on their way to the City, to deliver the said horses to the proper owners or 
authority. On the following day atsunrise we were overtaken by the captive 
who informed us that 124 Tehuacanas were on our trail, and at the same 








Photostat of 
first and last 
paragraphs of 
Bowie's seven 
page report. 
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time showed us the medal received this year by his Captain from the authority 
of this City, which was sent to us to prove that the messenger was reliable. 
We then were apprisedthat Tehuacanas had the day before visited the camping 
ground of the Comanches and told them that they were following us to kill us 
at any cost. Ysayune (such was the name of the Comanche Captain) after 
having been appised (sic) of the determination of the Savages, tried first to 
induce them to desist from the prosecution of their intention, insisting that 
they should not take our lives; he even said if they would attack us he would 
"be mad'' with them; but they separated dissatisfied with eachother. Ysayune 
sent us word, that if we would come back he would do all he could to assist 
us, but that hehad only16 menunder his command, and thought that we could 
defend ourselves against the enemy by taking position on a hill covered with 
underbrush, which the captive was ordered to showus, adding that the houses 
on the San Saba were close by. We did not follow the Comanche's advice, 
thinking that we could reach our destination, as we did before the enemy 
overtook us. Butonce arrived we could not find the houses, and the ground 
upon the San Saba offering me position for our protection, we went about 
three miles to the north of the river, and there selected a grove wherein to 
encamp for the night. There was a smaller grove about 50 varas from the 
camp which I caused to be occupied by three men, to prevent the enemy 
from taking possession of it and having an advantage over us; however we 
passed the night without being disturbed. 


On the 2lst at 8 o'clock AM we were about to leave our camp, when we 
saw a large body of Indians close upon us, and at a distance of about 200 
varas several of them shouted in English ''How do youdo? How are you? 
How are you?'' We soon knew by their skins that they had among them some 
Caddoes and we made signs to send a man to inform us of their intentions. 
At the same time we saw that the Indian who was ahead and on horseback 
showed us a scalp, immediately after which they discharged against our 
camp ten or twelve gunshots without effect. At the arrival of the Indians 
my brother repaired with his two mento the smaller grove which was be- 
tween the Indians and our camp; but when I saw that most of them were 
withdrawing, and sheltering themselves behind a hill about 100 varas S.E. 
of our position, expecting that they would attack us in a body from that 
direction, I went to tell my brother to come back, and on our return Mr. 
Buchanan was shot and had his leg broken. We had scarcely joined our 
camp when, as I expected, the Indians came from behind the hill todisclose 
us, but as the foremost men, and among them the one who seemed to be 
the leader, fell, they busied themselves in removing the dead, for which 
they had to come closer and fight sharply which cost the lives of more of 
them. This contest lasted about 15 minutes; but when they perceived that 
they could not enter our camp, they retreated to shelter themselves behind 
the hill and surrounding timber, from which they commenced firing upon 
us from every direction. While we were thus engaged, 15 Indians, who, 
from the report of their fire seemed to be armed with rifles, concealed 
themselves behind some oaks in a valley about 60 varas to the North West. 
These were the hardest enemy to contend with, and wounded two more of 
our men, and several horses. 














At about ll O'clk AM seeing that they could not disclose us with their 
firearms, they set fire to the prairie, to burn us, or oblige us to leave 
and abandon our camp. So soon as the prairie was on fire they shouted 
loud, expecting that the stratagem would be successful, in as much as they 
advanced under the protection of the smoke to the position they had first 
been obliged to abandon. But when the fire reached the valley it died away. 


Thinking that the seige would be protracted, we employed Gonzales and 
the Boy Charlesin making a breast work with whatever they could lay their 
hands upon, such as boughs, and our property. From that moment until 
4 O'clk the firing slackened gradually and the Indians withdrew to a con- 
siderable distance. But the wind having shifted fromthe S W to the N W the 
Indians again set fire to the prairie, and the conflagration reached our camp, 
but after a good deal of work, tearing the grass, and using our bear skins 
and blankets, we saved the greater part of our animals and property. We 
expected a furious attack of the enemy under the protection of the smoke, 
to attempt to penetrate our camp, but the greater part of them withdrew to 
a pond distant about a mile from the battlefield to get water, and those who 
remained kept up firing and removing the dead which seemed to be their 
purpose, and did not withdraw until 6 1/2 O'clk PM when the battle was 
brought to an end, one single shot being fired by them after 7 O'clk at one 
of our men who went out to get water. At 12 O'clk the discharge of a fire- 
arm was heard in their camp but we knew not the cause of it. 


We had agreed to attack the enemy when they were asleep, but when we 
reflected that we had only 6 men able touse their arms, and that the wounded 
would remain unprotected, we thought it more advisable to remain in our 
camp which we had already fortified with stones and timber sufficient to 
resist an attack. On the 22d at about 5 O'clk we observed 13 of them who, 
upon seeing us withdrew suddenly. Subsequently, in order to intimidate 
them and show them that there were still men ready for a fight, we hoisted 
a flag on a lens pole as a sign of war, and for eight days we kept up a fire 
in daytime in order to attract the attention of any friendly Comanches who 
might be inthe neighborhood, and thus procure some animals for the trans- 
portation of our wounded and camp property. 


We judged the Caddoes who had joined the Tehuacanas (who were 124 
strong) tobe about 20 or 40 innumber, and we are very sure that they were 
Caddoes, because Mr. Wallace, one of our Company, saw andkilled one of 


them, whom he knew perfectly well a long time ago, and had even traded 
with him. 


On the evening of the 29th, the wounded being somewhat relieved, we 
took up our march for Bexar, and on striking the Pedernales we saw a large 
trail of Tehuacanas and noticed several others between that creek and the 
Guadalupe which seemed to bear‘toward a smoke down the Pedernales. Upon 
seeing these different trails, we took a more westerly course, and after 
having crossed the Guadalupe we saw no more signs of Indians, and we ar- 
rived here on the night of the 6th inst. 

















My only loss during the battle was the death of the foreman of my mechanics 
Mr. Thomas McCaslin, from a bullet which entered below the breast and 
went through the loin. He was one of the most efficient men during the bat- 
tle. I had also three men wounded, 5 animals killed and several wounded. 
We could make no estimate of the loss of the enemy, but we kept up a con- 
tinual firing during the day, and had always some men to aim at, and no 
obstacles to prevent the shots from taking effect. We say twenty-one men 
fell dead, and among them seven were on horseback, and seemed to act as 
Chiefs. One of them was very conspicuous, with buffalo horns and other 
finery on his head, and I attributed to his death the discouragement of his 
men. 


I cannot do less than tocommend to your Lordship all those who accom- 
panied me for their alacrity in obeying and executing my orders with a spirit 


of firmness I have never before seen. Their names are as follows: 


Robert Armstrong 


Thomas McCaslin -- killed 
Daniel Buchanan -- wounded 
James Coryell -- do 
Mateo Dias -- do 


Ciaphas K. Ham 
Jessee Wallace 
Sehor Gonzales 
Charles -- (a boy) 
God and Liberty 


James Bowie 


Bexar December 10th 1831. 


Source: Nacogdoches Archives. 
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NEWS FROM LIBRARIES OVER THE STATE 


Miss Bobbie Marquart has been appointed Howard County Librarian. For- 
merly librarian of McCamey High School, she holds a degree in Library 
Science. 





The Bonita Home Demonstration Club of Nocona has started a library which 
will be installed jn the Community center. All. books are being purchased 
with donations of club members. Mrs. Zola Milner will act as librarian. 


Miss Mary Margaret Bolling of Pharr has been appointed Midland County 
Librarian. Miss Bolling attended Edinburg Junior College before being 
graduated in 1947 from North Texas State College. 





El Paso's new public library building will be opened about May 1, and con- 
struction is running ahead of schedule. It will include many facilities not 
now available, including a room for listening to recorded music. 


Alice was host to the meeting of the Gulf Coast Librarians Association 


December 17. A dinner was served at the country club to thirty-one li- 


brarians representing city, school and college libraries from South Texas. 


Two rooms have been added to the Reference Department of the San Antonio 
Public Library. One room contains material on literature, including biog- 
taphies, indexes, criticisms and histories of literature. The other room 
is devoted to genealogy and the history of colonial states. 





Mrs. Bess Ann Motley, Dallas County Librarian, in her Annual Report to 
the Commissioner's Court, stated that the library system throughout the 
county had had its greatest period of development during the year. There 
are new library buildings in Lancaster and Garland, new shelves at Cedar 
Hill, Hutchins, DeSoto, Richardson, Rowlett and Seagoville, a rebuilt 
Mesquite Library, which had been partially destroyed by fire, plus complete 
renovation of the Carrollton library. Also accomplished was enlargement 
and new decorations for the building in Farmers Branch, ground breaking 
for a $60,000 Grand Prairie Library, and plans for a self-supporting library 
to be built in Irving's business area. 


On December 8, the ground was broken for a $300,000 library at the Uni- 
versity of St. Thomas in Houston. The newlibrary will be located at Yoak- 
um and Sul Ross. 


Mrs. A. E. Sutton was chosento.succeed Miss Georgia McMeans as librarian 
of Palestine Public Library onthe first of the year. She hastaught grammar 


and high school in Palestine for fifteen years, and for seven years she was 


in the office of the County Superintendent, assisting as librarian in charge 
of books. 




















The Southern Half of District IVof the Texas Library Association held a din- 
ner meeting December 12 in Chung Mei Kitchen's Restaurant at Harlingen. 
The Program on ''Types of Library Service in the Valley" was presented by 
representatives of the college, air force, public school, church, medical 
and county libraries. Mrs. Gerald McKenna was chairman. 





Several hundred new subscribers have been obtained by the Future Home- 
makers Association of Mercedes during their combination Enterprise Sub- 
scription Campaign-Library Fund Drive. Over100 young ladies are working 
on the drive. The Mercedes Public Library, which has no means of sup- 
port except public solicitation and club project proceeds, will receive near- 
ly one-half of all money taken in during the campaign. 





The Corpus ChristiCity Manager, Russel McClure, has announced that the 
city is considering razing the old City Hall and replacing it with anentirely 
new library building. The 4l-year-old building had beenin process of being 
remodeled for use of La Retama Public Library, but was found to be struc - 
turally weak when the walls were stripped away toexpose the concrete skele- 
ton. 





The Ennis Public Library gained 233 youthful members during the month- 
long library visitation for school children in November. Mrs. R. I. Mc- 
Lendon, librarian, said many of the children had never been to a library 
and didn't even know Ennis had one before the conducted tour. A totalof 
1500 books passed over the desk during November, compared to a regular 
monthly average of 800. 


Thirty-nine children took part in a recent Saturday morning story hour at 
the Libby Fair Holland Libraryin WichitaFalls, Jessye M. Freeman, branch 
librarian, reported. Stories told included "The First Christmas," "Silly, 
Willy, Nilly,'' and 'Red Shoes.'"' A record story of Peter Rabbit also was 
heard and afterwards the children sang Christmas songs. 





The recent drive by the City Library Committee of Alto for books or money 
met with a verypleasing andprofitable response. The Mayor and members 
of the City Council have offered a place for the books in the City Hall, and 
plans are being made tobuild a Library Hut. Early in January the Thursday 
Study Club will hold open house in the new library quarters, and the public 
will have an opportunity to see what has been done. 


Miss Edwin Sue Goree of Burnet County Library has returned to the library 
after retiring last year. This arrangement is only temporary, and Miss 
Goree will return to part-time service as soon as a trained librarian is 
secured. 





$25,000 has been earmarked for the Pasadena Library in the next bonds to 
be sold by the city. Of that amount $13,000 will be made available for im- 
mediate use in expanding library facilities. 











Fort Worth's new librarian, Arless B. Nixon, pledged to continue the Fort 





Worth Public Library's "fine type of service''as he assumed duties January 5. 


The Boerne Public Library reaches its second birthday January 20th and 
has provided constant education and recreation services to the citizens of 
the community and county the past two years. Over 6,000 patrons have 
taken advantage of its services, and 5,000 books and periodicals are avail- 
able. 


Polk County has successfully ended the 1953 Fund Campaign of the Consoli- 
dated Funds of Polk County, Inc., W. A. McCartney, General Chairman, 
has announced. The Polk County Library is to receive $1, 200. 00. 





In summing up the year's activities of the Houston Public Library, the 
record shows that the library system has added a second traveling branch, 
tripled the size of the Park Place Branch and relighted the reading rooms 
at the Central Library. It added 22,000 new borrowers, who along with 
the old ones took home 750,000 books. Then it answered all those questions. 


The old cornerstone of the Dallas Public Library and a plaque will be in- 
corporated in the new building, to show that this was the original site of 
the building given by Mr. Carnegie and built in 1901. 


At a library-for-Florence meeting held in the Florence City Hall January5, 
State Library representatives showed films onlibrary service and discussed 
possibilities for county or regional library facilitiesin the area. Sponsors 
of the meeting were members of the American Legion Auxiliary. 


On January 20, representatives of various civic groups met in the Rockdale 
Chamber of Commerce with State Library representatives to discuss pos- 
sibilities of a public library for Rockdale. A second meeting, to which the 
public is invited, will be held February 16. 


Ector County Library, showing a series of Film Council of America pre- 
views, has found increased response to the material provided to program 
planners for various local clubs. Miss Velma Barrett, librarian, believes 
the films provide a stimulation for higher culture in all types of arts. 





The City of Dallas settled out of court with the Dallas Land Development 
Company for the Jackson Street lot needed for the new library building. The 
agreement of the owner to accept $75,000 for the 50 by 100 ft. lot was 
reached after the city had filed condemnation proceedings whenits original 
offer of $65,000 was refused. 


The Dawson County Library held open house for members of six women's 
clubs January 5. A free public showing of a colored movie was held for 
club members and the public. The Women's Study Club, the Junior Women's 
Study Club, the Lamesa Delphians, the 1948 Delphian Club, the Business 


and Professional Club, and the Iota Kappa Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi have 


wits frase for the library, and have chosen 





























Members of the Cleburne city council have voted unanimously in favor of a 
new heating system for the Carnegie Library building. The question of 
heating the newly re-decorated and renovated building was brought before 
the council by Miss Marguerite Spell, Librarian, and P. L. White. Jr., 
member of the library board. 


The Kemp Public Library at Wichita Falls, recently became affiliated with 
the Bibliographical Center for Research, Rocky Mountain Region, Denver, 
Colorado, Mrs. Barbara Thomas, librarian announced. Such affiliation 
means that practically any sort of information designed by Wichitans can be 
obtained, even if the literary sources are not available in Kemp Public Li- 
brary. 





Anew library was opened at Winters January 4 inthe Chamber of Commerce 
Building. The Winters Lions Club spearheaded the project and was aided 
by the Chamber of Commerce and various women's clubs. It has approxi- 
mately 500 books onits shelves. Miss Myra Glover will serveas Librarian. 
She had served for one year as Assistant Children's Librarian in the Car- 
negie Library at Abilene. 


The Dallas Public Library will have a distinguished speaker on January 27 
in Bennett Cerf, publisher, columnist, world wayfarer. The public is in- 
vited. The event is designed to acquaint all Dallasites with the library's 
temporary location in the Union Terminal. 


%* OK OK OK OK OK 


TRUSTEE AWARDS 


Two outstanding trustees of the libraries of the nation will be cited by 
the American Library Associationat the ALA Annual Conferencein the twin 
Cities, Minneapolis-St Paul, June 20-26. Nominations for the 1954 Awards 
must be mailed to the Jury on Citation of Trustees, American Library As- 
sociation, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois, not later than March 15, 
1954, 


The citations, which have been awarded each year since 1941, are limited 
to trustees in actual service during at least a partof the calendar year pre- 
ceding the ALA Annual Conference. Equal consideration is given to the 
service records of trustees of both large and small libraries. The jury is 
interested in the state and national library activities of the candidates as 
well as their contributions to the local library. 
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TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION ORGANIZED 


On November 17, the Texas Historical Foundation was formally organized 
and incorporated in accordance with Senate Concurrent Resolution 44, which 
called for the establishment of a Historical Survey Committee to help pre- 
serve our Texas heritage. 


Governor Allan Shivers addressed the committee, whose members he 
appointed, and a large gallery of interested observers, on the need and 
purposes of the organization. He stressed the need for study of the pre- 
servation now being done by all agencies, public and private, and the value 
that will result from encouragement and coordination of these activities. 


Honorable James E. Wheat, of Woodville, Chairman, introduced John P. 
Morgan, of Dallas, Chairman of the sub-committee on Proceedure and 
Organization who described early efforts of the Texas government to pre- 
serve its history and to establish a library and archives. He described 
weaknesses of the past systems and suggested positive steps for improve- 
ment, to begin with the formation of a plan of action. He suggested that a 
special committee be established in each county and that representatives 
from other historical and interested organizations be appointed for liason 
with the present committee, and that the main committee coordinate the 
county committees. 


The following sub-committee appointments were made: 


Proceedure and Organization: Morgan, L. W. Kemp, Mrs. Max Weinert. 

Program: Wheat, Mrs. Louise Wakefield, Mrs. Mike Butler, Mrs. Weinert. 

Archives, Papers, and Documents: Carl Coke Rister, Bishop L. J. FitzSimon, 
Mrs. Wakefield. 

Finance: Robert C. Wells, Sidney Samuels, Charles R. Tips. 

Houses, Sites, and Land: Miss Ima Hogg, Mrs. Lane Taylor, Mrs. Butler. 

Museums: Kemp, Mrs. Weinert. 

Parks: Stuart McGregor, Millard Cope. 

Schools: Rupert N. Richardson, Mrs. E. A. Peden, J. Evetts Haley. 

















STATE LIBRARY NEWS 


T. J. Gibson III, State Librarian since February 1952, has resigned 
effective February 10 to become Associate Librarian and Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Law at The University of Texas School of Law. 


The Texas Library and Historical Commission took cognizance of his 
resignation reluctantly, and praised him for the progress made by the Li- 
brary during his two-year administration. 


Gibson will be returning to a position similar to the one he left in ac- 
cepting the State Library post, but with added responsibilities. He had been 
Assistant Librarian and Instructor in Law. 


Commission Chairman John P. Morgan said, ''The commission acknow- 
ledges Gibson's resignation, with reluctance on losing the fine services of 
so able a man, but we do not wish to stand in the way of one who has given 
his efforts so tirelessly and faithfully to the state."' 


In resigning Gibson said that his having the opportunity of serving two 
years as State Librarian had been one of the greatest honors ever bestowed 
on him, and his decision to leave was the hardest one he had ever made. 
Inthe end, it was his intense interest inhis specialized field - law librarian- 
ship - that motivated his decision. 


The commission unanimously elected Witt B. Harwell, Assistant State 
Librarian, to the position of Acting State Librarian. Harwell, former As- 
sistant State Auditor, and also former Head of the Board of Control Bureau 
of Records, has served since Aprill, 1952 as Assistant State Librarian 
and Records Chief. In making his appointment the commission recognized, 
as they previously had innaming him to head the state's first comprehensive 
public records program, his many years of experience in high-level policy 
and budget matters of state government. Harwell is a native of Eddy, and 
an ex-student of Southwestern University. During his tenure as Assistant 
State Librarian he has been active in state and local library associations 
and has developed akeeninterestinthe bases of financial support for county 
and regional libraries. 


The commission also announced that V. E. Porterfield, Acting Extension 
Director, would serve as Acting Assistant State Librarian and Records 
Chief, and that William K. Peace, Assistant Records Chief, would serve 
as Acting Extension Director. 
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FROM OTHER STATES 





A SELECT LIST OF PUBLICATIONS ON OIL AND GAS FOR USE IN OKLAHOMA 


LIBRARIES. 
By Blakely M. Murphy, Attorney-at-law. 


Reprinted from OKLAHOMA LIBRARIES v.1, no.6. December, 1953. 


Much of interest in oil and gas is available to an enterprising librarian 
without charge, other than by the investment of a postage stamp and time, 
through the media of - (1) the company publications, often of high artistic 
merit and filled with informative discussion; (2) the publications and pamph- 
let material of the trade associations such as the Mid-Continent Oil and 
Gas Association, the Tulsa Building, Tulsa 3, Oklahoma, the Independent 
Petroleum Association of America, 1437 South Boulder, Tulsa 1, Oklahoma, 
and the Oil Industry InformationCommittee, 308 Oil Capital Building, Tulsa 
3, Oklahoma; and (3) the bulletins and publications of the Interstate Oil Com- 
pact Commission, P. O. Box 3127, Capitol Station, Oklahoma City 5, Okla- 
homa. For the library with a film program, or thedesire to have one with- 
out cost, these groups are equipped to furnish gratis films of _merit and 
interest. The CorporationCommissionof Oklahoma publishes for free dis- 
tribution the rules and regulations of its conservation division concerning 
oil and gas regulations, periodic reports of cases before the agency, its 
decisions, and an annual report summarizing its activities. 


The Tulsa Public Library maintains anexcellent collection of petroleum 
materials, general and technical, to whicha librarian might direct a patron 
inneed of information beyond the capabilities of the local library. For many 
years this Library has prepared and circulated bibliographies of great use- 
fulness in the field of petroleum literature. 


The State Library is able to furnish on inter-library loan many of the 
better legal treatises and law reviews which relate tooil and gas law. Not 
for inter-library loan, but available here is acomplete collection of United 
States documents on petroleum for use in the library. 


The material in print in the field of oil and gas may be divided into the 
areas of geology, petroleum engineering, and law. Each class is covered 
by avariety of books and pamphlets; however, many of these are too technical 
to be of value to the lay library patron.. The listing of publications appended 
presents material suitable for non-professional as well as professional peo- 


ple, and is classified for three types of libraries - the small library with a 
limited demand and budget, the library with .ademand for oil and gas litera- 
ture sufficient to justify a limited expenditure, and the library with a demand 
and money enough to justify areasonable collection. In this listing each suc- 
ceeding classification is cumulative of the preceeding recommendations. 


1. THE SMALL LIBRARY WITH A LIMITED DEMAND AND BUDGET 


PERIODICALS. THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL, Tulsa, Oklahoma, a weekly 





publication, priced 44. This is the best single medium of informationin 























the periodical field. Its informative news stories, articles on the industry, 
and treatments of geology, petroleum engineering, and administrative matters 
are excellent. Maps, charts, statistical materials, and an annual subject 
index are included. 


NEWSPAPERS. THE TULSA DAILY WORLD, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and THE 
DAILY OKLAHOMAN, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, carry daily and Sunday 
pages devoted to current activity in the oil industry. 





BOOKS. Interstate Oil Compact Commission. Engineering Committee. 
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION, The University of Oklahoma Press (Norman 
1951), price $2.75. A volume written especially for the lay public, this 
book contains a simple discussion of the production of oil and gas, and 
references to geology. 


Il. THE LIBRARY WITHA LIMITED DEMAND AND ALARGER BUDGET 


PERIODICALS. THE PETROLEUMENGINEER, Dallas 2, Texas, amonthly 
publication, price $4. Although the title might indicate that this should be 
classed solely asa technical publication, informative articles on theindustry 
are carried which are not primarily of an engineering nature. Recognized 
as the best technical publication in the field, it has an annual bibliography 
on technical articles and an annual index. 





BOOKS. AmericanBar Association. Sectionon Mineral Law. CONSERVA- 
TION OF OIL AND GAS, ALEGALHISTORY - 1948 (Chicago 1949), price $5. 
This is the definitive volume on the history of oil and gas development in 
the oil states, the Federal Government, and in the Interstate Oil Compact. 
An excellent study of Oklahoma oil and gas matters is to be found here. 
Index. 


Buckley, Stuart., E., ed. PETROLEUM CONSERVATION (Dallas 195l), price 
$6, a publication of the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers, is written innon-technical language, and covers the.field of petro- 
leum engineering in the management of reservoirs. The book describes 
the "interrelationship of law, administrative regulation, technology, and 
economics" as they influence recovery. Reference material, citations, 
indexed. 


Ill. THE LIBRARY WITH A DEMAND AND ADEQUATE FINANCE 


PERIODICALS. THE TEXAS LAW REVIEW published quarterly by the Uni- 
versity of Texas Law School, price $8, affords unusually good insight into 
current problems in oiland gas law, and considers many Oklahoma decisions. 
THE OKLAHOMA LAW REVIEW, a quarterly publication of the University 
of Oklahoma School of Law, price $5, deals at times with local problems 
in oil and gas law. 












BOOKS. ANTITRUST LAWS, et al, v. UNITOPERATION OF OIL AND GAS 
POOLS, by R. E. Hardwicke (New York 1948), price $2.50, a publication 
of the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, is a land- 
mark volume inthe regulation of oil and gas. 






Liberally footnoted, the book 


contains references to law, economics, engineering, and geology. Appen- 
dices and an index. 









INSTITUTE ON OIL AND GAS LAW (Albany 1949, 1951, 1952, 1953), is a 
publication of the Southwestern Legal Foundation which contains collections 
of articles in the field of oil and gas law prepared by outstanding lawyers, 
teachers, and professional people. Indexed. Price $16.50 a volume. 








PETROLEUM FACTS AND FIGURES (New York 1953), price $5, represents 


the best collection of statistical material available for the petroleum industry 
The current volume is the tenth edition. 













OIL AND GAS LAW (Austin 1951), price $15, contains all the articles which 
appeared in the Texas Law Review on oil and gas between 1922 and 1951. 


You may wonder why no text of a general nature appears in these sug- 
gested lists. The general publication is not worth the money you will have 
to spend to place it on your shelves. Your readers who seek aid and in- 


formation in the field of oil and gas literature will be those whose needs sur 
pass the general and demand the specific. 
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DISTRICT VIII MEETING 


One hundred ten members of District VIII of the Texas Library Associa- 
tion attended the annual meeting held in the new Law Building of The Uni - 


versity of Texas on January 16. Chairman George Rawley, Librarian at 
Southwestern University, presided. 







At the morning session, Miss Sallie Farrell of the Louisiana State Li 


brary spoke on County and Regional library development, with emphasis on 
the Louisiana Demonstration program. 





The group was then divided into 
four sub-groups for discussion, after which Miss Farrell answered ques- 
tions arising from the discussion. 






Mrs. John P. Morgan, President of the Friends of the Dallas Public 


Library, spoke at the luncheon meeting on the organization and activities 
of the Dallas Friends. 





Chairman John Rodell, of the Library Development Committee, reported 
on the committees work and aims, after which a business meeting was held 
at which the following officers were elected for next year. 






Chairman: G. M. Taylor, University of Texas Law Library. 


Vice Chairman: Helen Fry, Medical Field Library,, Fort Sam Houston. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Junkin, Austin School Libraries. 




















SOME PUBLICATIONS OF OTHER STATES RECEIVED BY 
THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY 
(Available for inter-library loan) 


ALABAMA 
Legislature. Report of Interim Toll Road Committee. 
University of Alabama and the Alabama League of Municipalities. 
Municipal Fringe Area Problem in Alabama. 
ARKANSAS 
Game and Fish Commission. Arkansas Deer Herd. 
A Survey of Arkansas Game. 
Health, Arkansas State Board of. Division of Maternal and Child Health. 
Planning for the Baby. 
Suggested Orders from Physician to Nurses for Home Care of Premature 
Infant. 
Handbook for Nurses for Home Care of the Premature Infant. 
Legislative Council. Possible Revision of the Revenue Stabilization Law to 
Provide a Steadier Flow of Revenues to State Colleges. 
Legislative Rules and Procedure and Cost of Operation of the Arkansas 
"General Assembly. 
Limitation of Campaign Contributions and Expenditures. 
~ An Analysis of the Torrens System of Land Title Registration. 
CALIFORNIA 
University of California. Institute of Transportation and Traffic Engineering. 
Toll-Road Developments and their Significance in the Provision of Express- 
ways. 


ILLINOIS 
Legislative Council. Financial Responsibility in Maor Vehicle Accidents. 
Regulation of Billboards. 
KANSAS 
Agriculture, Kansas State Board of. Kansas Dairy Breeds. 
KENTUCKY 
Legislative Research Commission. Alcoholic Study Commission. Alcoholism, 
Public Health Problem No. 4. 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana State University. Division of Research, College of Commerce. 
Proceedings of the Conference on Municipal Financing. 
MICHIGAN 
Judicial Council of Michigan. Twenty Third Annual Report. 
Michigan State College, Agricultural Experiment Station. Dept. of Agricultural 
Economics. Timing Milk Production for Highest Profit. 
Retailing Prepackaged Meat. 
OKLAHOMA 
A & M College, Oklahoma, Extension Division. Vegetable Insect Control. 
___ Land Appreciation Training Schools and Judging Contests. 








4-H Legume Manual. 
"4-H Corn Manual. 
~ Planning Better Meals for the Family. 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Pennsylvania State College School of Agriculture. Agricultural Extension 


Service. The Pocket Book for Recreation Leaders. 


Freezing Rates of Foods and Storage Temperatures in Vertical Cabinets, 


Do You Know the New Fabrics? 
Fan Ventilation of Poultry Houses. 
Social factors in Sexual Behavior of Turkeys. 
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ALA MIDWINTER MEETING 


The Annual Midwinter Meeting of the American Library Association is 
expected to bring 1,200 librarians from all sections of the country to the 
Morrison Hotel in Chicago, February 2 to6. The ALA Annual Conference 
will be held in the Twin Cities, St. Paul-Minneapolis, June 20 to 26. 

This is the first time in many years that the meeting, which is devoted 
entirely to business sessions of ALA committees, boards, and round tables, 
will be held ina central (Loop) location. These sessions surround three 
meetings of the ALA Council whose members form the legislative and policy- 
making body of ALA. The Council will meet at 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, February 4, and at 10 a.m. Friday, February 5. ALA President 
Flora B. Ludington will preside and will make a mid-year report. ALA 
Executive Secretary DavidH. Clift will report to Council for the Headquarters 
staff; and among other reports will be: Nominating Committee, Ralph Ester- 
quest; International Relations Board, Douglas W. Bryant; Federal Relations 
Committee, JohnH. Ottemiller; Constitution and Bylaws, Alex Ladenson; 
Committee on Divisional Relations, Louis M. Nourse; Public Documents 
Committee, L. H. Kirkpatrick; Board of Education for Librarianship, Jack 
Dalton; and Committee on Boards and Committees, Robert B. Downs. 

A Workshop for State and Regional Library Association Officers, under 
chairmanship of Andre Nielsen, Librarian, Evanston, Ill., Public Library, 
will be held in three sessions, at 10 a.m., 2;30 p.m., and 8:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 2. 

The announcement of ''The Notable Books of 1953" will be made by the 
committee chairman, Mary E. Dollard, Cleveland Public Library. 

The Third Library Building Plans Institute will be conducted as a pre- 
conference activity of the Association of College and Reference Libraries. 

Audio-visual materials in library education will be studies in a pre- 
conference Workshop for Library School Faculties, to be held at the Mor- 
rison on February 1. The Workshopis sponsored jointly by the Audio-Visual 
Board, the Board of Education for Librarianship, the Library Education 
Division, and the Association of American Library Schools. 

Other organizations which will hold meetings inconnection with the ALA 
Midwinter Meeting are: Association of American Library Schools, Midwest 
Regional Group of the Medical Library Association, and the Executive Coun- 
cil of the Catholic Library Association. 
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SOME RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


(Starred items not available for inter-library loan) 


Benedict 
Cadmus 
Eliot 
Heald 


Wallace 
Woytinsky 


Beaty 
Frost 
N.Y. Univ. 


College of Eng. 


Research Div. 
Reynolds 


Scheidemann 


Dobie 


Gonzales 

Powys 

U.S. National 
Gallery of Art 


Austin 
Culberson 
Kupper ed. 


Lucas 

Pellow 

A returned 
emigrant 

Roberts 


Texas. State 
Engineer. 
Whipple 


BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 


Farm policies of the U.S. 1790-1950 

Internal control against fraud and waste 
Basic rules of power 

Occurrence of oil and gas in Northeast Texas 
Owenwood magazine, March 1922 

Economic controls and defense 

World population and production 


HUMAN RELATIONS 


The iron curtain over America 

Basic teachings of the great philosophers 

The functional and psychological suitability for 
above-the-knee amputees 


Learning and teaching in the practice of social 
work 
Psychology of exceptional children 


LITERATURE AND FINE ARTS 


Guide to life and literature of the Southwest. Rev. 


ed. 
History of Mexican literature 
Lace and lace-making 
Masterpieces of sculpture 


TEXAS AND TEXANS 


Along the century trail 

The attack on Brownsville... 

Texas sheepman: The reminiscences of Robert 
Maudslay 

A history of Grayson county Texas 

When Texas came romping into the Union 

Recollections of Texas... 1851 


... Recent archaeological developments in the 
vicinity of El Paso... 1929 

Report on the physical condition of the railways 
1883-84 

A pathfinder in the Southwest 


1953 
1953 
1952 
1951 
1922 
1953 
1953 


1951 
1942 
1953 


1953 


1937 


1952 


1945 
1953 
1949 


1946 
11907 
1951 


1936 
1935 
1851 


1929 





‘22 








THESE UNITED STATES 


Guernsey Harpers Pictorial History of the Civil War 1866 
* Miles Journal of the sufferings and hardships of Capt. 1851 


Parker H. French's overland expedition to 
California, which left New York City, May 13, 


1850... 
* Pino Three New Mexico chronicles... 1942 
U.S. Army in War in the Pacific... v.4: The fall of the 1953 
World War II Philippines, by Louis Morton... 1953 
U.S. Dept. of the European theater of operations - Logistical 1953 
Army, Office of support of the armies 
the Chief of Military 
History. 
Virginia. Council Journals ... v.3: Dec. 1, 1781 - Nov. 29, 1786 
of state 
KK KK OK OK 
IT'S THE LAW IN TEXAS! 
Art. 1366. Injuring or defacing library property. -- Whoever wilfully 








injures or defaces any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, 
or other property belonging to any public library, reading room, museum, 
or other educational institution, by writing, marking, tearing, breaking, or 
otherwise mutilating, shall be fined not exceeding twenty-five dollars. (Acts 
2nd C.S. 1919, p. 155.) 


Art. 1367. Detaining books, etc. -- Whoever wilfully detains any book, 





newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, or other property belonging 
to any public or incorporated library, reading room, museum, or other ed- 
ucational institutionfor thirty days after notice in writing to return the same, 
given after the expiration of the time which by the rules of such institution 
such property may be kept, shall be fined not less than one nor more than 
twenty-five dollars. (Acts 1913, p. 281.) 















CIVILIAN DEFENSE 


A Partial Bibliography of Federal Documents 1950-1953 
Available on Inter-library Loan from the Texas State Library 


BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 
Federal Civil Defense Administration. Biological warfare. 2lp. 
Civil defense against biological warfare. 42p. 
What you should know about biological warfare. 30p. 
COMMUNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION 
Federal Civil Defense Administration. Advantages of FM over AM for civil 
defense communication in frequencies of 50 megacycles and up. 2p. 
In case of attack! tune your AM radio dial to 640 or 1240 for official 
information, CONELRAD. 6p. il. 
Radio frequency allocation plan for disaster communications service and 
radio amateur civil emergency service. 4p. 
Utilization and control of streets and highways in civil defense emergenr 
cies. 24p. 
Utilization of FCDA stockpiled portable generator sets. 4p. il. 
COMMUNITY PROTECTION 
Federal Civil Defense Administration. Civil defense urban analysis. 
Sop. ik. Sei. 
Civil defense in industry and institutions. 60p. il. 
Clergy in civil defense. 12p. 
Construction and adaptation of structures for rescue training. 4p. 
Dentist in civil defense. 2lp. il. 
Emergency mass feeding, instructor course. 55p. 
Engineering equipment stockpiled for emergency water supply use. 4p. il. 
Operation and repair of water facilities in civil defense emergencies. 
63p. il. 
Outdoor warning system devices. 34p. il. 
Police services. 46p. il. 
Principles of civil defense operations, web defense, mutual aid, mobile 
support. 45p. il. 
Rescue services. 28p. il. 
Safe because some American looked to the sky. 6p. 
Study guide for national civil defense program. 4lp. il. 
This is civildefense. 32p. il. 
Warden system, 44p. il. 
Warden's handbook. 34p. il. 
Water supplies for wartime fire fighting. 14p. 
Welfare task in civil defense. §8p. il. 
Women in civil defense. 20p. il. 
FIRE AND BLAST EFFECT 
Federal Civil Defense Administration. Civil defense fire services. 27p. il. 
Fire effects of bombing attacks. 42p. il. 
Interim guide for design of buildings exposed to atomic blast. 34p. il. 
Shelter from atomic attack in existing buildings, shelter program. 58p. il. 
Water supplies for wartime fire fighting. 14p. 
Windowless structures, study in blast-resistant design. 164p. il. 
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Atomic Energy Joint Committee. Civil defense against atomic attack. 
Hearings in executive session. 18lp. 

National Security Resources Board. Damage from atomic explosion and 
design of protective structures. 32p. il. 
Survival under atomic attack, official U.S. government booklet. 32p. 

HOME PROTECTION 

Federal Civil Defense Administration. Atomic blast creates fire, are you 

prepared? 6p. il. 





Before disaster strikes, what to do now about emergency sanitation at 
home, 28p. il. 
Bert the turtle says duck and cower. l6p. il. 
Civil defense household first aid kit easily assembled and, if in your 
shelter, may save your life. 2p. il. 
Corner room shelter for family protection in atomic attack. l3p. il. 
Family action program, home protection exercises. 28p. il, 
Fire fighting for householders. 32p. il. 
Home shelters for family protection in atomic attack. 17p. il. 
Lean-to shelters for family protection in atomic attack, 19p. il. 
Outdoor shelters for family protection in atomic attack. 47p. il. 
Shelter from atomic attack in existing buildings. 2v. il. 
Use of tourniquet in controlling hemorrage. 2p. 
MEDICAL SERVICES 

Federal Civil Defense Administration. Blood and blood derivitives programs. 
179p. il. 
Casualty services in facilities. 3p. 
Civil defense nursing needs. 17p. il. 
Dentist in civil defense. 2lp. il. ; 
Emergency blood zrouping laboratory techniques. 3p. 
Emergency blood transfusion. 5p. 
) Medical records for casualties. 3lp. il. 
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National Advisory Mental Health Council. Mental health implications in civilian 
emergencies. 
RADIOACTIVITY 
Federal Civil Defense Administration. Development status of personal dosimeters. 
4p. 
Emergency exposures to nuclear radiation. lp. il. 





Emergency measurement of radioactivity in food and water. 2p. 
Most promising personal dosimeters for civil defense use. 4p. 
Permissible emergency levels of radioactivity in water and food. 2p. 
Personal dosimeters for radiological defense. 3p. 

Radiological decontamination in civil defense. 3lp. il. 





Have you paid your poll tax? 




















